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A BOOK OF STORIES
The universe is full of stories.
Some stories make us laugh, some make us cry, and still others make us shout for
joy. The stories in this report are of the third kind. How do I know? Because they’re
stories of God at work.
In the pages that follow you will encounter stories of people who are new to faith,
who have come back to faith, who have grown in their faith, and those whose faith
has prompted them to step out in service of others. These are stories that warm
the heart.
You may not know everyone you read about. In fact, you probably won’t. But don’t
let that stop you from using their stories to thank God and rejoice in all that he has
done. Just as importantly, use these stories to fuel bold, ambitious, God glorifying
prayers for the future. Why? Because these stories remind us that God is mighty to
save and that he can and does change his people.
So grab a coffee, find a comfy place to sit, and get ready to have your heart stirred
and faith strengthened. May the Author of Life, the ultimate storyteller, bless you
and enrich you as you hear of all that he has done in and through us in 2019.

Tim Clemens,
Lead Pastor
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A STORY OF GROWTH
Our vision as a church is to see

Therefore, our prayer as a church is

thousands of disciples throughout

that the men, women and children of

Sydney and beyond radically

Grace City would be so captured by the

committed to the cause of Christ.

cause of Christ that they would joyfully

Notice that the vision is about both

pour themselves out in service of him.

numerical and spiritual growth. We
pray for thousands of disciples who

So if that’s the prayer, how are we

are radically committed. Both of these

going?

things are important to us because
both of them are important to God.

By God’s grace, we have experienced
steady numerical growth in both adults

On the one hand, Jesus’ Great

and kids since we began in 2015. We

Commission and the eternal realities of

praise God for this! Why? Because

heaven and hell mean that numerical

every number has a name, every name

growth is a non-negotiable. People will

has a story and every story matters to

spend eternity in one of two places,

God. In fact, these are the stories of

and so we really do pray that God

spiritual growth that you’re going to

would use us to save thousands of

read about in the coming pages.

people over the coming years. Imagine
standing next to someone in heaven

ATTENDANCE IN Q3 SINCE LAUNCH
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Average Kids Attendance

who was there because you, or another
member of Grace City, shared the
gospel and prayed with them. Lord,
make it so!
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saved for immaturity, we were saved
to glorify God and enjoy him forever.
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NEW AND
GROWING FAITH

ADAM
I come from a Jewish family but I also had a deep attraction
to Buddhism. God had always been an abstract word
to me but now knowing that I am loved no matter
what I have done in the past is a great comfort for

SIKAY
I grew up in a typical Cantonese family in China and I was

me. Even before I even knew him he knew me and I

proud to call myself an atheist. When we moved to

still sometimes find it hard to believe that Jesus has

Australia last year, God somehow led us to Grace City.

loved me. Our society is all about self-love. I have

After listening to the sermons our contemptuous

found this so limited but God’s love is unlimited. I

judgment slowly disappeared. Before we realised

pray and thank God for dying for me on the cross. I

it, coming to church on Sundays and doing Bible

never understood this in the past. But now I know this and

studies with Matt had become routine. As we read

he did it for me. When I think about this I have so much love for him. He did that for

the Gospel of Mark I started to understand why

all of us. It’s hard to put into words how big that love is.

Christians stress that Jesus is a living God. In Explore I realised
that to fabricate the resurrection was crazier than the resurrection itself. God pushed
me forward during Easter communion when Tim called every Christian to take the
bread and juice. I was in deep agony as the Holy Spirit questioned me, “Are you going
to neglect the evidence God has shown you?” I ended up leaving and crying that day.
One week later, I told my friends that I had become a Christian.

Being Korean, I had friends who are Christian and they

CHRIS

would invite me to church constantly. I would always
kindly decline until they kept inviting me to a point
where I might not have been as kind with my
response. One particular Sunday my friend called
The first several Sundays at Grace City showed us that the

JASON

people here were serious about what they believed.
We also started going along to Explore, reading
Mark’s Gospel and met these lovely guys Matt,
Alex and James ( just to name a few). We found
that the Bible tells an integrated and meaningful

me on his way to church. It was very timely as
I felt like I was missing something spiritually. It
has been a long time of searching but earlier this
year I finally decided to put my trust in Jesus. It’s
reassuring to know that I am not perfect and that this
is okay. Jesus doesn’t love me because of what I have done but because of what he
has done for me.

story. It’s not a collection of ancient fairy tales as
I had previously thought. Sometimes I do agree with
teachings in the Bible and sometimes I cannot understand.
We keep reading the Bible and coming to Grace City. I would not call myself a
Christian yet but I know many people are praying that I would cross that line soon.
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CAROL

I have been coming to Grace City with my husband and young
family for almost 2 years now. I grew up in a Buddhist
family but I had always been an atheist. Years after I
got married to my husband, I started going to church
with him and wanted to get to know more about
his faith in Jesus. Even though I got to know more
about Jesus, I was still looking for my connection
with God. I always knew what Jesus did for us, but it
was when I read the Bible and understood what he had gone

through in detail that I began to have a real relationship with Jesus and open up to
his grace.

Therefore go
and make
disciples of

I was christened as a baby in the Catholic church. I
completed the Catholic sacraments as a child and

LISA

all nations

attended a Catholic girls high school. I was taught
that the priest was the link to God and a personal
relationship was never encouraged. Michael, Siena
and I started attending Grace City two and a half
years ago. I have attended the Explore course, serve
on the cafe team and attend a community group. This
is the first time I have been involved in a church rather than
just attending. I enjoy the opportunity to get to know others more, learn more about
Christianity and Jesus and develop a relationship with God.
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DEEPER FAITH

PATRECIA
Being at Grace City has had an impact on the depth
to which I explore and seek to understand the
gospel. I appreciate that every message is based on

DAMIEN AND
GLORIA

scriptural truths and is steeped in grace and love.
This has increased my capacity to not only seek
God more diligently through his word but to more

God has really grown us in maturity through the study

fully understand the love Christ has for me based on

of Corinthians. We’ve become more intentional in our

his finished work at the cross.

decisions, especially when it comes to prioritising
relationships with our church family. For us, being
intentional

means

making

a

consistent

effort

and investing time in order to develop deeper
friendships, jumping into serving on the Magnification
and Membership teams and doing as much as we can to
contribute back to church life despite the commute from
Dural! It’s helped us to embrace church as family rather than just a bunch of nice,
oddly friendly, people that we see on Sundays.

KAREN

Over the past year I’ve had quite a big (and scary) change
in my prayer life. I feel like God has softened my heart
and given me more trust in him. Life issues and
situations that I’ve been praying fervently for are
still really important to me but God has changed
my ultimate desire from getting what I want to his
will being done. It’s still really hard to do but I’m
starting to trust that if I give my needs up to him he
is always faithful to do what is best for me.

VIOLETA
In the past year God has taught me that I am not alone
and never will be alone. I became a widow in 2004 and
miss my husband every single day. The Lord has given

BEN

me great comfort and peace through John 5:28-29.

Church as a family is something I never fully experienced

Jesus is always with us in life and in death and we

growing up, so when I first came to Grace City I was

will be reconciled together in the new heavens and

hesitant to commit and be vulnerable. Over the past

the new earth. God has helped me to rely on him and

2 years God has really opened me up and made me

shown me the importance of desiring and seeking him

not only willing but even excited to connect deeper.

more and more as he comforts me daily. I love spending alone

I remember one of the talks on ‘membership’ at

time with the Lord in prayer and being honest with him, crying out to him both in the

Weekend Away where Tim spoke about ‘one-anothering

good times and the bad with praise and thanksgiving as well as praying for comfort

one another’; our calling to care for another, encourage

and deliverance.

one another, serve one another, etc. That was really eye
opening because it put into words what I was experiencing at Grace City.
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TIMOTHY
AND SUE

FAITH TOGETHER

We had been looking for a church we could call home for
years. On a Sunday during October last year we decided
to try one more church; Grace City. After the second
service we both knew we were home. We may be

ALEJANDRA

above the average age of our ‘young’ church family
but that is where we can contribute the most; to

I have always thought that church community is important

inspire younger people to stay the course. Our week

and have always prayed about it. At the start of this year
I had some severe medical issues. I was scared and
confused about what I should do. My first thought
was to go back to Colombia where all my family and
friends were but God had different plans and I had

starts and ends around Sunday with our family. Two
hard-learnt truths are that you cannot live the Christian
life independent of a church family and that there is freedom in
being accountable to others.

surgery in Australia instead. At this time so many
people from Grace City were willing to help me not just
with their prayers but also by going to doctors’ appointments
with me, visiting me after my surgery and preparing meals as well. I felt so much love!

In 2019 some of the older women of Grace City gathered

SHELLEY

under the hospitality of Lisa. Lisa had the idea of

Leaving family and friends back home, I didn’t know

POCH

seeing more women within the life of our church
gathering to encourage one another. Inspired by

anyone in Sydney. It was intimidating. However,

the words of Titus 2:3-5, where older women are

as I jumped head-first into being a member of

encouraged to teach and model godliness to

Grace City, I’ve felt accepted into a family. From

younger women. We talked and prayed asking

Sundays to community group to café teams, I have

God to perhaps provide a way for this to happen at

been challenged, encouraged and inspired by God

Grace City. God’s response has been swift and clear!

moving in our church. Although my studies and the

Things are very much still in the beginning stages, but

difficulties that come with it have set a long road ahead

a number of groups of two or three young women have started meeting with an

of me, I’m definitely glad to have found a home to keep me

older sister. For me, I’m excited to be spending time with Adriana and Caroline.

grounded and faithful to what really matters most.
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FAITH IN ACTION

ELIANY
Recently I have been spending some of my free time
learning about statistics. I then realised that these skills
could be helpful at church so I started coming in on
Mondays with some other ladies. The ‘Monday Team’
has been a wonderful space to serve church in what I

JULES

am studying, connect with other church members and
I love how the Cafe Teams get to extend true and warm

to get to know the hearts of the staff members.

hospitality to our members and visitors each Sunday
by creating an environment that deepens community
through great food and coffee. Even though it can be
challenging to do these things as a mother while also
returning to work, I want to serve people because
they are the heart of church. Through this, I have
experienced God’s faithfulness when I put his kingdom

DORA

I love coming to work with the Grace City team on
Mondays! I feel like I’m really helping because, even
though I’m serving Grace City, I’m working for

first before any of my desires.

God! Since my family arrived here in Australia (my
husband Milton and two children Lucas and Aline),
this verse has been a wonderful reminder “As for
me and my family, we’ll worship God” (Joshua 24:15).
That is exactly what we get to do in a practical way

MATHEUS AND
CASSIA

at Grace City.

Moving to Australia from Brazil was a very big life change!
Life is pretty busy all the time but it is a pleasure to
be able to serve at church and use our talents for

NISH

the good of others and the praise of our Creator,

As I ventured into the teaching occupation I experienced

the giver of everything. Scripture reminds us to be

a lot of indecision about my future. Confusion settled in

thankful and rejoice in God always (1 Thessalonians

as I tried to comprehend the plans God had for my life. I

5:16) so we delight in leading a community group

questioned whether these plans aligned with the ones I

together. I also serve on the hosting team and in the

had made for myself. This confusion pushed me to lean

band, while Cassia leads a cafe team too.

on God’s understanding. In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul speaks
on how work for the Lord is never in vain. Recently this
notion made more sense than ever, giving me clarity and
motivation to begin interning at Grace City Church.
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NATY
I was injured last year and not able to attend church for 6
months. It wasn’t easy to be away from the congregation,
but God gave me the idea to serve at Grace City through
helping with administration while recovering. It’s been
such a blessing and joyful experience to come each
Monday and witness how loving and dedicated the
Grace City staff are towards his people. I thank the Lord
for his people, his mercy and our team at Grace City.

ALISON
During this season of life I’ve had flexibility around work
and have wanted to use my time wisely. I knew that a
few girls were committed to coming into church on
a Monday so it seemed like a good fit to join them.
It’s been great to work alongside the ministry team
and so encouraging seeing other women serving
God with their skills. We have a great time getting
to know each other over lunch and praying together
before setting about our ‘work’. Serving in this way has
also provided an insight into the planning and hard work
that goes into Grace City.

SAW
The internship has challenged me to consider what living
out faith looks like in a world with competing demands. It
has challenged me to do things I wouldn’t have thought
about doing and given me a space to explore how I can
do the things I love for God’s glory.
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CHILDLIKE FAITH

CAM, YVONNE
AND AVA
We are very grateful for the City Kids leaders and the
preparation and care they show for the kids each week. Ava

ALISON, GLEN,
ALEX AND LILI

continually amazes us with what she learns on a Sunday
and we are particularly surprised when she speaks about
who she is praying for. Ava also loves the craft time!

“City Cubs is the best! The teachers are nice and so are
the kids. I love learning about God, Jesus and the Holy
Spirit. Last but not least I cannot think of better
friends. And the food, food, food! It’s exquisite!”

- Lili , age 8.

Growing up in a Christian family and attending Grace City,

Lili looks forward to City Cubs each week and is
devastated when we aren’t able to make it or if she is
sick. Whenever she meets new kids outside of church she
is quick to ask them whether they are Christians or not and invite them to our church
regardless. It’s great that Lili can have so much fun with her new church friends while
also growing in her faith.

KELVIN, JAMIE,
CALEB AND LUCAS

ALEX, CLARA
AND ANDREW

Andrew has always believed in Jesus. While Andrew
believes what is written in the Bible is true, he recently
asked us “does the Bible contain errors since it is written
by people?” City Cubs has helped Andrew to strengthen
his faith. When a classmate asked if he was a Christian,
Andrew was ‘proud’ to say that he is a Christian.

SAM

Why should our kids care about Jesus? They are good kids,

Caleb has been asking about heaven and death this year:

they have friends, they’re safe and comfortable - life as a

“What do we do in heaven?”, “Why do I need to die

kid at Grace City is generally pretty great. But to overlook

before I can get to heaven”. He has been somewhat

their need for salvation is a huge mistake. Kids are created

anxious about this question: “I want to go to heaven

to be in relationship with God, they are sinners and they

but I don’t want to die”. When Grace City started

desperately need Jesus, just as much as you do. Our culture

the series on 1 Corinthians 15, we read the chapter

is trying to tell them who they are just as loudly as it’s trying to

together and he exclaimed “we need our heavenly

tell you. Helping our kids discover who they truly are as we delve

bodies to go to heaven because this earthly body will

into the Bible together each week is one of the things I love most about leading at

break!” It was a special breakthrough for my almost 5-year-

City Kids. A recent memory verse in City Cubs (1 Peter 4:16) talks about suffering as

old. This week he witnessed to his great grandma in hospital about how Jesus will

a Christian. I asked if Jesus promised we would get an easy and perfect life. I was

save her if she believes. I asked him tonight to tell me about God and this is what he

prepared for a resounding “yes!”, but one Cub was quick to answer “No! Because

had to say: “God is like your dad and you don’t want to run away from your dad”. “God

sometimes people at school laugh at you. But it’s ok because God saved us and

looks after people and he saves people”. Our 1 year old does not have as many words

he’s perfect so he’s better than them!” Harsh! But true. It was the start of a great

but shows his enjoyment by his ease at drop-offs and has been known to seek out

conversation and seeing these solid foundations at young ages is such a testament

City Creche leaders at parties!

to the work God is doing in the lives of our kids.
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STAFF REFLECTIONS
TOM
MATT

Great moves of God have often been accompanied by new
I am most excited about seeing God continue to save people

songs, so I love that we are a church producing new

and bring them to new life in Christ. I love that Grace

music. I’m so excited to see Grace City publish its

City is a place where people can hear about Jesus

first song on Spotify. Great moves of God are also

in an accessible and relevant way. It is also really

accompanied by large contributions of service and

encouraging to see people invite friends and family.

so the increased interest in MTS apprenticeships

Over the last year as a church we have invited over

and Grace City internships makes me hopeful for

100 friends and family. I am praying that we will

this church’s future. People willing to give 1-2 days

continue to grow as a church and individually to have

per week (internships) this year have allowed us to do

a heart for the lost and be willing to be used by God to see

more as a church than we ever could without them and seeing

people come to faith in Jesus.

My highlight has been seeing the fruit from 1-2 years

how many people are considering MTS apprenticeships for 2020 has me really excited.

AMY

It’s been such an amazing privilege working with our

ago. This is the true blessing of spending an increasing

community groups this year. I’ve loved helping new

amount of time in the same ministry role! Fruit can

people connect into our groups. God taught me

certainly be slow-growing but 2019 has really been

so much about his church and the importance

the year where I have seen so much fruit from the

of gathering together in his name as I saw each

past few years of prayer and diligence. This brings

group forming and bonding. It was also humbling

more joy than you could imagine! I look around at

to see the time and effort our community group

Grace City and see more people being saved, more

leaders put into their groups. I thank God for their

people coming to church, more people connecting

commitment to love and care for each member of

with community groups, more people serving sacrificially on teams, more people

our community.

JADE

gathering as friends outside of our formal time, more people inviting friends and
family to church… more people looking more like Jesus. Praise his name!
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GRACE CITY MUSIC

PROPERTY AND
FINANCE

People are not simply made up of
minds. We also have affections.
Affections are not as simple as
emotions. Affections are our long-term
heart-felt longings and passions. As
we follow Jesus he starts to shape our
affections so that we long for what he
longs for. That happens partly through

The property and finances of Grace

complementary lenses. On the one

City are managed by a committee

hand, we need to view our church’s

called the Office Holders. The members

giving through a spiritual lens. Jesus

of this committee are Tim Clemens

says, ‘for where your treasure is, there

(chairman), Sean Hong (treasurer),

your heart will be also’ (Matt 6:21). On

Dawson Liu and Tony Clemens.

the other hand, we also need to view
our church’s financial standing through

song and fresh songs have a particular
power to impact our affections.

At Grace City, we think about

an operational lens. After all, it takes

property and finance through two

property and finance to make disciples.

Matt Allison and Charles Cleworth’s
song ‘For Our Sake’ was recorded and
uploaded to Spotify in September
2019. You can hear it by searching
‘gracecityau’ on Spotify.

‘Words make you think a thought.
Music makes you feel a feeling.
A song makes you feel a thought.’
Yip Harburg (wrote the lyrics to the
Wizard of Oz).

For Our Sake
Grace City Church
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A STORY OF SPIRITUAL
GROWTH

Total Giving vs Budget

of people who give to church has
increased, the percentage of people
who give has decreased the larger

Year to Date (YTD)

we’ve become as a church. Similarly,
It has been encouraging to see the

the more people that have joined

number of our financial partners

Grace City, the less the average giving

increase over the last year. This is

per member has become. There are

illustrated by the growing number of

plenty of possible explanations for

active giving units each month.

this, including the demographics and

While it is wonderful to see more

BUDGET

$200,000

$400,000

0

members. Nevertheless, while there

and more people seeking to honour

$421,656

ACTUAL

economic capacity of our newest

Year to Go (YTG)

$100K

$200K

$300K

$400K

$500K

$600K

$700K

are many appropriate reasons for the

God with their finances, other factors

decrease in giving per member, it’s also

suggest that there is still lots of room

likely an indication that our spiritual

for us to grow as a church in this area.

growth as a church hasn’t quite kept up

For example, while the raw numbers

A STORY OF
OPERATIONAL GROWTH

means that we can cover our present
expenses, it also means that we can

with our numerical growth in this area.

Active Giving Units

since we first began. This not only

keep investing in future gospel growth
In 2019 we had a congregational giving

by expanding our ministries and

budget of $600k. We praise God that

provisioning funds. Our prayer is that

our latest estimates suggest that we

through the disciplined stewardship

are on track to meet budget by the end

of God’s resources, we will be able to

of the year.

make and mature disciples of Jesus
in ever increasing numbers for many

Active Giving Units FY19

77
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86

85
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78

years to come.

operational standpoint to see the way

89

87

It is particularly encouraging from an

Total Giving Units FY18

71

that our giving has grown each year
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Total Giving per Year
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49
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0

98
2015
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MISSION GIVING
Grace City has put forward the following 3 mission partners. Since we believe that
church planting is an effective way to reach people who don’t know Jesus, we
have a particular focus on church planting. Under God, as we continue to grow, we
would love to increase the number of people, churches and organisations that we
partner with. Our prayer is that, in due time, God would send out from Grace City
missionaries and church planters with a heart for the lost.

LIVING WATER

GENEVA PUSH

COMPASSION

Living Water is a

This is our second year

We love what

church plant in Redfern

partnering with Geneva

Compassion is doing all

seeking to connect with

Push. Geneva Push is

over the world: releasing

and reach out to the

an Australian church

children from poverty in

indigenous community

planting network that

Jesus’ name. This year we

in Sydney. We have

aims to see hundreds of

began a partnership with

partnered with them for

new churches started

Compassion by running

3 years.

across the country.

Compassion Sunday.

Their main purpose is

It was great to see 20

to recruit, assess and

children from our partner

strengthen church

project in Malang, a city

planters to evangelise

in Java, Indonesia, get

new churches into

sponsored on the day.

existence. So far they

Grace City members

have seen 96 churches

now sponsor a total of 41

planted (including Grace

children. We look forward

City) and over 1700

to having another

people come to faith.

Compassion Sunday in

Yo u w i l l b e e n r i c h e d i n e v e r y w a y s o t h a t y o u c a n b e
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity
will result in thanksgiving to God.

2020.

26

27

August 2015

August 2018

At short notice, we needed a
As our 10am service began to

new home when our rented

March 2014

fill up, we needed to make

room became unavailable.

We began meeting in Tim and

Thankfully God provided a new

Emma’s living room. It was

home for us at Hoyts in Moore

here that God gave us a vision

Park. At the end of this year

to see thousands of disciples

we hosted our first ever Carols

throughout Sydney and beyond

event and it was a privilege to

radically committed to the

have over 400 people from the

cause of Christ.

local community in attendance.

room for more people to join
us. On Aug 19 we closed our
10am service and opened two
services at 9am and 11am.
God willing, it will not be
long before a third service
becomes necessary.

THE STORY OF GRACE CITY CHURCH
Our first gathering as a church

On Feb 28 we held a grand

was on Jan 11, 2015. We met

opening at 937 Bourke St

in a small rented room at the

Waterloo. By the grace of God we

International Screen Academy

pray and expect that we will be

in Waterloo. On May 3, 2015 we

here for many years to come.

held our first public gathering.

January 2015

28

February 2016

29

2019
Thousands of disciples throughout Sydney and beyond, radically committed to
the cause of Christ. By God’s grace they will worship God passionately, love their

Grace City Church

church deeply, and serve their city boldly.
Annual Report

