GIVING
A HANDBOOK ON GIVING AT GRACE CITY CHURCH

INTRODUCTION
Grace City was birthed out of a passion to see God’s name glorified in Australia. We
love this country; we have a heart for Sydney and in particular for the people of Green
Square and the City South. But it’s a heart that bleeds. Of the well over 5 million people
living in Sydney, very few know the love of Jesus and the life that he offers.
We started Grace City because we wanted to change that. It was never a vision to see a
small group of like-minded individuals get together to share a common interest. It was
a big vision. It was a vision:

‘‘To see thousands of disciples throughout Sydney and beyond profoundly committed to the cause of Christ. They’d worship God passionately, love their church
deeply, and serve their city boldly.’’
It’s a huge vision. It’s a crazy vision. It’s the kind of vision you need God to turn up for
if it’s ever going to become a reality! But that’s what excited us. Under God, we truly
believe that this vision will become a reality.
A vision like this also requires resourcing.
This short booklet is designed to help explain how you can worship God, be spiritually
enriched, increase your joy and partner with us in growing God’s kingdom, all through
the simple act of being generous with the money he has so graciously given you.
It is a booklet in two parts. Part One gives a brief theology of giving, and Part
Two answers some of the more practical questions about giving at Grace City.
We hope you find it helpful and informative.
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PART ONE:

A BRIEF THEOLOGY OF GIVING
But who am I [asked King David], and who are my people, that we
should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from
you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.
1 Chronicles 29:14

WHY SHOULD
WE GIVE?
The Bible gives multiple reasons why we should give. Four
key reasons include:

1. God gave first

2. To worship God

We worship a generous God. The most famous verse in the Bible says that ‘God so
loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son (Jn 3:16). So God has been exceedingly generous to us. Amazingly, that gift has
also made us rich. Paul motivates the Corinthians to give by reminding them of ‘the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though
he was rich, yet for your sake he became
poor, so that you through his poverty might
become rich’ (2 Cor 8:9). We give because
God first gave to us.

Jesus warned that it is impossible to serve
both God and money (Matt 6:24). One of the
ways we demonstrate the fact that we worship God and not our money is by giving it
away. The Apostle Paul refers to the financial
gifts of the Philippians as ‘a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God’
(Phil 4:18). In other words, the act of giving
our money away is a sacrificial act through
which we worship and honour God.
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3. To be enriched

4. To multiply ministry

Paul told the Ephesians elders, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive’ (Acts 20:35).
He tells the Philippians, ‘Not that I desire
your gift; what I desire is that more be credited to your account’ (Phil 4:17). After telling
the Corinthians to give generously, he says,
‘God is able to bless you abundantly’ (2 Cor
9:8). This is not to say that if we give our
money away we will always get more money in return, as if God is some broken slot
machine. That may happen, but it’s certainly
not guaranteed. Rather, the act of giving is
spiritually enriching.

While Paul occasionally worked as a tent
maker (Acts 18:3), his calling was to preach
the gospel. In order to enable him to continue in this work, he received financial support
from several partner churches (Phil 4:15-16).
This enabled him to multiply ministry and to
make and mature more disciples. He also told
Timothy, ‘the elders who direct the affairs of
the church well are worthy of double honour,
especially those who labour in preaching and
teaching’ (1 Tim 5:17). By financially supporting gospel work, we can free up more people
to multiply ministry and grow God’s Kingdom.
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HOW MUCH SHOULD WE GIVE?
The New Testament never names a specific
amount that we should give. Rather, it simply
tells us to be generous in proportion to our income (1 Cor 16:1-2). This means that a widow’s
mite can be more generous than a rich person’s
gift, even if the widow’s mite is a smaller amount
(Lk 21:1-4). In the New Testament, we learn that
God wants our giving to be cheerful, sacrificial,
and flowing from thankfulness, faith and love
for God and others.
“The absence of a specific mandate creates dependence on God because we must actively seek
his will for our finances. We can’t identify a percentage and ‘set it and forget it.’ Rather, giving is
meant to be an ongoing, dynamic component of
lives lived in worship of Jesus.“
Jamie Munson in ‘Money: God or Gift’

A tithe of everything from the land, whether
grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD; it is holy to the LORD.
An additional tithe was also given once every
three years to support the poor. On top of this,
many Israelites voluntarily gave free will offerings to God as an expression of their faith in him
and thankfulness for all that he had done for
them.
By the time we reach the New Testament, a new
principle is introduced - that of sacrificial generosity. Sacrificial generosity replaces the Old Testament principle of tithing. So, rather than being
commanded to give 10%, Christians are now
called to show generosity in response to God’s
grace shown to us in Jesus Christ.

What does generosity look like?

So how much should we give?

In the Old Testament, God’s people were encouraged to give a tithe (10%) of their income
back to him. This idea is first introduced in Leviticus 27:30,

Even though the New Testament does not lay
upon us the old law of 10%, it would seem rather inconsistent with the gospel of grace for us to
conclude that we should give any less than 10%.
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Paradoxically, grace actually lifts the bar on generosity rather than lowering it.
As those who have been enriched in every way
by the generosity of Jesus, the New Testament
helps Christians to see the tithe as a benchmark
from which we can launch into sacrificial generosity. In other words, if you want to know what
generosity looks like, why not try starting with a
tithe and see if you can build up from there? Let
the tithe be your springboard for generosity.

Do I have to give 10%?
The tithe isn’t a law. Some of us can give much
more than 10%, while there may be times where,
for various reasons, this is not possible for others. As 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 reminds us, our giving
is ultimately a matter for prayerful consideration
before God. At the end of the day, our finances
are just one of the many areas that we must
bring before God in prayer as we consider how
to worship him with all that he has so graciously
given us.

Nevertheless, we must be careful not to fool
ourselves. Australians are not typically generous
givers. An article in the Sydney Morning Herald
revealed that on average, Australians give 0.4%
of their taxable income to not-for-profits1. We
live in a stingy culture, obsessed with building
our own kingdoms and securing our next piece
of real estate. This world is not our home, so let’s
take seriously what Jesus says in Matthew 6:1921,
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves
do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
19

http://www.smh.com.au/opinion/ society-and-culture/the-stingy-rich- need-to-dig-deep-20111216-1oyjr.html

1
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WHO SHOULD WE GIVE TO?
While all of our giving is ultimately a gift given to God, the Bible highlights a few key people groups that
Christians can and should give to:

1. The local church
(Gal 6:6, 1 Tim 5:17-18)

2. Missionaries and
church planters
(Phil 4:16, 2 Cor 11:8)

3. The Christian poor

4. Those in need

(1 Cor 16:1-2, Jas 2:14-17)

(Lk 14:12-14, Gal 6:10)
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WHO SHOULD WE GIVE TO?
Should we prioritise the local church?
While Christians should always seek to give to
worthy causes beyond their local church, it
would be a mistake to neglect the responsibility
we have to support those who minister directly
to us at church. In 1 Corinthians 9:7-11, Paul
writes,
Who serves as a soldier at his own expense?
Who plants a vineyard and does not eat its
grapes? Who tends a flock and does not drink
the milk? 8Do I say this merely on human authority? Doesn’t the Law say the same thing?
9
For it is written in the Law of Moses: “Do not
muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain.”
Is it about oxen that God is concerned? 10Surely
he says this for us, doesn’t he? Yes, this was written for us, because whoever ploughs and
threshes should be able to do so in the hope of
sharing in the harvest. 11If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a
material harvest from you?
7

(CONT.)

“… As a pastor, if somebody came to me and
said, ‘I’d like to tithe. Where should I give it?’ I
would say, ‘Well, I think it’s a helpful rule of
thumb to say that, considering that this is your
family of believers with its own set of needs and
that you benefit from the church and give your
life to it, starting with a tithe here is a good idea.
And from there you can give more here and
more elsewhere.’” 2

So who should I give to?
Given the enormous good that can be done
through our generosity, we invite all our members to consider tithing their income to Grace
City, and encourage them to give over and
above this to other worthy causes.

When John Piper was asked about tithing to his
local church he gave this response:

http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/ask-pastor-john/should-all-of-my-tithe-go-to-the-local-church

2
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PART TWO:

GIVING AT GRACE CITY
Gospel Patronage is strategic because at its heart is gospel proclamation and it is therefore an investment in eternity that will bear
eternal rewards. Importantly though, in addition to being strategic,
Gospel Patronage is also good for our souls. We shall find that by
committing ourselves relationally to a ministry whose focus is the
Word of God we shall have the opportunity to share in the joys, as
well as the trials, of those with whom we are in partnership.
Simon Pillar, Managing Director of Pacific Equity Partners

ANSWERS TO COMMON
QUESTIONS
How do I practically decide how much
to give?
The practical part of financial partnership is
pretty straightforward. Simply get out a calculator, work out all your income streams (weekly/
monthly pay packets, bonuses, windfalls and
other sources of income) and then figure out
what 10% of that is. Eyeball that figure, and then
prayerfully ask God to help you use it as a
springboard for generosity. Once you’ve done
that, decide on the amount you want to give to
church and other causes, and then go for it.
Whether you choose to give weekly, monthly or
annually is not important. Once a year at Grace
City we ask our church family to complete a
pledge form to help us budget effectively for the
following year. This enables us to be the best
possible stewards of the resources God has entrusted to us.

Who decides how my contribution is
used?
In August each year, the Grace City ministry
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team holds a staff retreat for several days during which time the ministry plans for the upcoming year are prayed for, discussed and determined. These plans are then presented to
the Officeholders of Grace City who approve a
budget for the following year that is both financially responsible and enables us to effectively
pursue our vision and mission.

How is my contribution used?
4%:
Building &
Maintenance

BUDGET
BREAKDOWN

15%: Property

6%: Kingdom

59%: Staffing
7%: Events
* Figures from Aug 2018.

5%: Operations

4%: Ministry

Who will know?
All giving information is kept private. At Grace City,
only our Treasurer, Bookkeeper and Lead Pastor
have access to this information.

Do I have to give to be a member?
No. In 2 Corinthians 9:7, Paul stresses that nobody
should ever feel like they are ‘under compulsion’ to
give. At Grace City there are no debt collectors!
While we do encourage all of our members to be
generous, any member can participate in and benefit from our ministries regardless of whether they
financially support us or not. The two exceptions to
this are staff members and the Officeholders of
Grace City, as we want our leaders to be modelling
Christ-like generosity.

Is giving tax deductible?
No. Churches in Australia do not have DGR status
and so general giving to Grace City is not tax deductible. While we do hope to open a tax deductible giving fund in the future, this would be for the
purposes of providing care for the needy in our
community and so could not contribute towards
church ministry.

ANSWERS TO COMMON
QUESTIONS
(CONT.)

Are there opportunities for over and above giving?
Yes. Each year there will be opportunities to give over and above our regular giving to church. These will
typically fall under one of the following three categories:
1. External mission partners
At Grace City, we want to see thousands of disciples throughout Sydney and beyond. To that end, each
year we will seek to financially support at least one church, missionary or organisation external to Grace
City that is actively seeking to make and mature disciples.
Our general practice will be to raise these funds in addition to general giving, but to administer them
through the Grace City bank account. We therefore invite contributing members to make their donations to Grace City Church, but to include the name of the particular mission partner in the description
field. We will then distribute these gifts in one lump sum at the end of each calendar year.
2. Special projects
From time to time, Grace City will also seek to raise funds for certain special projects. These may include
things like the purchasing or development of property, the planting of new churches, or the seed funding of new ministry initiatives. Any new special projects will typically be announced in October, and the
relevant method of contributing to them will also be explained.
3. Organic giving
At Grace City, we want to be a community that loves and cares for each other. To that end, it is our prayer
that church members would always be on the lookout for opportunities to be generous to others within
our church community, over and above the formal structures that already exist to assist this. When a
need arises, we want to be the kind of people that rejoice in the opportunity to meet these needs. We
expect that this will take the form of both financial and non-financial donations.
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HOW DO I GIVE?
We do not presently take up a weekly offering during our gatherings. To make a financial contribution,
please choose from one of the following two options:

www

1. Internet banking

2. Credit / debit Card

You can set up your own tithe/gift to the
church bank account on a regular basis
(weekly, fortnightly or monthly) using the
bank details below:

For details on how to give to church via
credit or debit card, please go to www.
gracecity.com.au/give and follow the
prompts.

Name: Grace City Church
BSB: 032016
Account No: 569767
Reference: ‘name’ (not essential but helpful, particularly if you make a pledge)
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A MESSAGE FROM TIM
It is often easy to forget that it takes finances to make disciples. Few people get excited about covering
the cost of rent, electricity bills, staff wages or office supplies. In many ways, these feel uninspiring and
disconnected from the work of ministry. But we must not forget that they are means to an end, and that
the end is the urgent work of making and maturing disciples!
God has already used the generosity of our members to grow his kingdom. People have come to faith in
Christ and many others have been grown in him. As the years go by, it is our bold prayer and confident
expectation that God will continue to use the ministry of Grace City to call thousands of men, women
and children to himself, and grow thousands more in their love and knowledge of him.
This is the vision we want our church to be compelled by and this is the vision we want to invite all of our
members to give to. We can’t wait to see what else God will do as we partner together in the work of his
Kingdom!
Yours in Christ,
Tim Clemens

www.gracecity.com.au

